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Giant Golden Book Simon & Schuster 
$2.50 
** Provensen, Alice & Martin- THE ANIMAL FAIR- A delightful roundup by an 

author artist team whose work we hope to be seeing oftener. Fables, verse, riddles, 
ordinary nonsense of the sublimer sort, and a lusciously colorful patchwork of pic- 
tures- like Weisgard's and Gustav Tenggren's yet with a sophistication and humorous 
distortion that sets them apart- all kinds of animals in all sorts of places. There 
are the gang in the furest who built a house for protection from a hunter who turned 
out to be a butterfly catcher. There's the little boy who pretends he is a different 
animal for each different occasion; the wart hog with the heart of gold; the bunch 

' of birds who come to a parade-that-wasn't; a bear's advice for winter etc. With a 
wit that shifts and changes every page yet cleverly retains a directness that tells 
(Fa — here's a funny, fascinating compendium for young and old. Board, Sturdy 

Publ. 


Blackwood, Gladys Rourke Whitman 
WHISTLE FOR CINDY $1.50 


@ Here's a new angle for a little girl story bdut its sugary self centeredness 
is rather repelling. Cynthia, who owns a kitten and a pony, tells her father, who is 
an inventor, that she wants something just for her, something that will love her. 
After some weeks of being good and helping her mother, there is forthcoming a puppy 
, (cocker spaniel) named Cindy. And when Cindy is obstreperous and doesn't always come 
when called, Father's invention is a high pitched dog whistle to make Cindy really 
Cynthia's very own. The author's drawings, smooth but of slightly scrawny and very 
winsome beings, are as entirely sentimental as the story. Board, reenforced backbone 


(Publ. ) 
EASY READING 


Sprinkle, Rebecca Abingdon-Cokesbury 
A HOUSE FOR LEANDER $1.50 


A boy Peter, a dog Leander, and an architect Uncle Jim, get together for 
some beguilingly doggy housebuilding in a story with vim but little poignancy. When 
Peter gets Leander from the poultry man Mr. Flynn, there are the concurrent problems 
of Leander's large size- he's full grown- his affection- tail wagging knocks things 
off tables- his lonesomeness. Uncle Jim plans him a house with porch and a rear room 
for tail space, and an accurate diagram for it is included in the illustrations. 
Appeal lies more in Maurice Robertson's friendly drawings and the actual tale telling 
itself than the mundane problem solving. (3/9) 


# 
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Frankel, Lillian & Godfrey Sterling 
101 BEST ACTION GAMES FOR GIRLS $2 .00 


The counterpart to the Frankels' 101 Best Action Games for Boys, (1952, 
p.340) this does practically the same thing for the opposite sex of the six-to-twelve 
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age group. The categories are similar: icebreakers, action games, singing and dramatic 
games, and easy games; many of the same games are included and there are variations on 
the old familiars as well as a few new ones. Again a short introduction to adults stres- | 
ses the value of games as tension relievers and opportunities to act out life situations, @ 
- but the instructions themselves- livened by John PFischetti's drawings, are meant for , 

girls to read and follow. On the whole the girls' games are less vigorous than the boys', 

but there's an air of team spirit and fun here in a fine book for parties, Girl Scout 


meetings and the like. Cloth (Publ.) 
EIGHT TO ELEVEN- FICTION 





Coward, McCann 


Clewes, Dorothy 
THE MYSTERY OF THE SCARLET DAFFODIL $2.50 


The author of the Henry Hare books for youngest readers turns to an older group 
with a cleverly woven if quietly told, English detective story- set in London. Through 
the eyes of Peter Hadley, sixteen and second oldest in a family of six, come the events 
in the last five years leading up to the disappearance of a rare red daffodil grown by 
his horticulturist-policeman father, just before an important flower show. There are 
plenty of suspects- an old gardener, the maid's boyfriend, a gypsy boy- Peter's photo- 
graphy abilities, concerted family effort, older sister's small romance with the boy 
next door-all add up to a pleasant solving. British in tone, so gauge your audience. 
Illustrated by J. Marianne Moll. (2/%) (LC 52-13486) 

O 


Blyton, Enid St. Martin's Press 
THE CIRCUS OF ADVENTURE $2.00 


The sixth book in Enid Blyton's adventure series, The Ship of Adventure,. was 
to have been the last, but now because the author got so much mail asking for another, 
here's the seventh. The familiar English family- Philip, Jack, Dinah, Lucy-Ann and Mrs. 
Mannering, now Mrs. Cunningham because she married the children's friend Bill,rollick 6 
vigorously through another of their fantastic adventures. It starts with the arrival of 
an Easter holiday guest, an eleven year old foreign boy named Gussie. Gussie's irritabil- 
ity and conceit pose problems but his mysterious background also leads to excitement. 
He's the prince of Tauri-Hessia, * turbulent country whose wicked spies capture him and 
start a chain of events that involves Philip's joining a Europe bound circus, incarcera- 
tion in a castle, the final recognition of Gussie as rightful heir to the Tauri-Hessian 
throne. There's an established market here but in previous reports we've called these 
books fantasy of the ready-made, comic book genre and still reserve the opinion. Pictures 
by Stuart Tresilian (2/15) 


EIGHT TO ELEVEN- NON-FICTION 


Walsh, Mary Abingdon-Cokesbury 
WATER, WATER EVERYWHERE! $2 .00 





Helene Carter's aquamarine and black drawings for this first book of water are 
accurate, detailed and extremely appealing. It is a pity the text doesn't measure up. 
A general introduction, quiet waters, running waters, the coastline and the ocean are 
the five divisions- but beyond this the semblance of order ends. There is plenty of in- 
formation but unfortunately it tends to get swallowed up in the author's enthusiasm for 
her subject- an enthusiasm that brings out ideas in too quick and often unconnected 
succession. For instance in the ocean chapter there is an abrupt mention of tides which 
a paragraph later, are roughly explained as having something to do with the moon. Then, 
suddenly, there's a diver in descent, a squid moving by jet propulsion etc-,etc. A 
‘pleasant book but tighter editing would have emphasized the good points. (3/9) 





Weir, Ruth Cromer Abingdon-Cokesbury 
THOMAS ALVA EDISON, INVENTOR $1.50 


Sympathetic, directly written and perhaps less eulogistic than Enid Lamonte 
Meadowcroft's The Story of Thomas Alva Edison in Grosset and Dunlap's new Signature 
Book series- here is a nice biography of the inventor. His years in the book are from 
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the age of two to thirty-two- from his babyhood fascination with a spinning coin to the 
height of his great successes. Much of the material is fresh, on-the-scene narration 
and based on Edison's own accounts. His early interest in why things happen, the ex- 
tremely active boyhood spent on a multitude of vigorous projects, hard times in early 
manhood- come alive as he is clearly pictured in his times. Albert Orbaan's clean 

cut drawings are perfect for a worthwhile book. (3/9) 


Shippen, Katherine B. Harper 
BIG MOSE $2.00 



































Big Mose Humphreys was a wonderful character, a Pau! Bunyan giant of a guy 
who got bigger and bigger and bigger as more and more tales were spun about him and his 
mid-nineteenth century doings in New York City. Big Mose and his four foot Irish pal 
Syksey, paraded the town from the Battery and the Bowery to Washington Market and back 
again. Syksey had to run to keep up with a man who smoked 24 inch cigars and sat on 
warehouses- but they managed to help the needy, give parties for the mayor and aldermen, 
and have a generally rousting time. Eleven direct and robust tales about him‘here are 
excellent folklore. Margaret Bloy Graham's pictures. (3/?7- LC 52-12997) 


Tousey, Sanford | Whitman 
WILD BILL HICKOK, FRONTIER MARSHAL $1.50 


The Tousey drawings and the Tousey lingo retell the story of Wild Bill. You 
know all the facts already. So do we. So does Tousey. And so will all the little 
eight to eleven years olds and perhaps some of the more precocious first graders when 
they finish the book. For a new comment on this prolific producer- there's some contrast 
between straightforward, deadpan text and the loud colors of the drawings. (Pastedown 
on cloth) (Publ.) 
TWELVE TO FIFTEEN-FICTION 


Lau, Josephine Langer Abingdon-Cokesbury 
SLAVE BOY IN JUDEA $2 .00 


A warm but in the long run, rather ineffectual young novel about Madoc, a thir- 
teen year old Gaul who is captured by the Romans and sent in slavery to the centurion 
Cornelius on duty in Judea shortly after the crucifixion. While he is tending his mas- 
ter in Jerusalem and on countryside missions, the two influences at work in his life are 
the desire to find his mother, whom he believes is a slave in north Italy, and gradual 
exposure to Christian teaching. There is Orestes the Greek tutor, Anna and Reuben who 
are Cornelius' housekeepers, a Jewish scholar, a shepherd boy whose life Madoc saves, an 
untrustworthy Syrian merchant. Finally the spiritually troubled Cornelius leans towards 
Christianity too, and in the end it is he who sends for Madoc‘'s mother. The episodes 
have the seeds of drama but they are stunted by a kind of long winded sentimentalisn. 
Nevertheless it doesn't remove the book from the category of a valuable character builder. 
Illustrations by Joseph Farris. (3/9) 


Brown, Bill Coward-McCann 
ROARING RIVER $2.75 


Thrilling adventure with a social import, about a trip down the Bareli River 
which flows in northern Assam from the Himalayas down to the Brahmaputra. The trip is 
made by an American Geology professor and a student, on commission from a prospective 
coal miner and involves some tense emotional situations as well as danger. Prof. Grave 
is harsh, studious. Apparently he distrusts the integrity of Roger, the student, whe 
makes the trip from spite. They are accompanied by Kudra a Dufflas tribe boy, and 
their orders are sealed- to be opened when they reach the Bareli headwaters. When the 
papers are lost, quarrels and jungle hardships impede their journey back to civiliza- 
tion and finally there is the revealation of Kudra as the half loyal-half treacherous 
agent of his tribe who fear the white man's economic invasion. Grove and Roger 
are captured but persuade the Dufflas of the benefits they can bring and so are freed. 
Above average. Illustrated by Peter Burchard. (2/g) 
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Crisp, Frank Coward McCann 
THE SEA ROBBERS $2.75 


Brisk, salty adventure finds our South Sea diver friends Dirk Rogers and Nils 
Foyn of fhe Haunted Reef (1952 p. 77) on a watery search again. As members of a free 
lance pearling and salvage outfit that plies between Australia, Borneo and China, the 
lads capture pearl and bullion thieves who operate by boarding, capturing and sinking 
loaded cargo ships and then escape in high powered motor boats. Good diving, good pearl- 
ing, good fighting. Sharp black and white drawings by R. M. Powers. (2/g- LC 52-13418) 


Mason, F. Van Wyck Doubleday 
GOLDEN ADMIRAL $3.95 


An unhackneyed phase of the Francis Drake saga provides background for a 
picaresque adventure yarn, in which the hero is Henry Wyatt, who became one of the less- 
er stars of Her Majesty's Navy. Wyatt's adventures reveal elements of the difficulties 
assailing England after the uprooting of the farmers and the loosing on the land of 
ruffians, and he encounters disaster after disaster, imperilling his freedom and his 
marriage to the girl he loved, necessitating his hasty departure by sea under Drake, be- 
fore gallantry on action won him the Queen's pardon. Much of the pace and vigor of the 
Hornblower yarns in the telling. (For full report see P. 770) (2/19) 


O'Rourke, Frank Random House 
VIOLENCE AT SUNDOWN $2.50 


* A last job for Bob Travis, town marshal, heads into some angry action when 
powerful Stacey Goodlove rides into town and one of his men is killed. The vendetta, 
desired by Goodlove who could get no retaliation for the act, is deflected by a small 
boy- in a limber handling of cleancut excitement. (Full report on p. 775) (2/13) 


PARENTS AND TEACHERS 


Stefferud, Alfred- 4d. Houghton, Mifflin 
THE WONDERFUL WORLD OF BOOKS $2.00 


An invaluable symposium of incentives for reading, this collects speeches and 
voluntary contributions from publishers, editors, educators, writers, librarians, book- 
sellers and an array of workers along missionary reading lines. Familiar names, wide 
variety of topics, Robert Osborne illustrations point up a marvellous anthology. 

(Full report on p. 759) (2/16) 


Special Note 


Library of Congress numbers will be included (at end of reports) when and tf available 
at time of feporting the books. These are the numbers used in ordering LC cards. 








